GUESTS
my best books ornamented with my book-plate, as an uncon-
ventional offering.'
*(L., Nov. 18) The seeds have come and are doing well;
almost every English flower or vegetable grows well here for
a time, and I hope I am setting a new fashion. My Arab
gardener is most solicitous. I have promised him the use (and
sale) of seeds which are not wanted in the Consulate garden
which he can produce from yours.
6 My guests this month include
(1)  the British Consul and Political Agent at Muscat who is
obviously courting the elder daughter of the Consul at
Basrah;
(2)  the Superintendent of Indian Post Offices in the Persian
Gulf from Karachi, a very interesting man;
(3)  J. G. Lorimer, C.I.E., I.C.S., brother of my friend
Capt. Lorimer, on his way to Baghdad as Political Resident
and Consul-General, a very fine man, as much a soldier as a
civilian, with a most pleasant wife.  I thoroughly enjoyed
their visit;
(4)  the Basrah Agent of the British India Steam Naviga-
tion Company, well informed on all local matters;
(5)  E. H. Keymer, Persian Gulf Chaplain, from Karachi,
on his 6-monthly visit.  He held service one Sunday hi the
Consulate.  My first Communion for nearly two years;
(6)  E. B. Soane, a most remarkable man who has been
living in Kurdistan disguised as a Persian, and has at least
one Persian wife! He was dismissed from the Imperial Bank
of Persia, who do not hold with mixed marriage. I want to
get him taken on by the Anglo-Persian who badly need some-
one like him. He is penniless, but must await the arrival of
a Director of the A.P.O.C. agents who alone can take him on
to their books as an employee. So I have asked him to stay
with me and write a full account of all he knows of Kurdistan,
for the information of Government, and he has agreed.*
c I had a Consular Court case this week with the parties and
witnesses speaking French, Persian, Hindustani and Arabic
but unable to understand each other. I had to translate each
bit of evidence and each document three times, and finally
record a summary in English. I was the only person in a
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